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Hitting the books; possibly with a baseball bat 
Liam Britten 
editor in chief 
N o one deserves to have their heart broken over the magical time of year that is the winter holidays. The days 
of turkey and presents and rum and eggnog are 
too precious to be soiled by life's inequities, 
but alas, my heart was shattered into a million 
pieces on a cold day in December. 
I still feel sad and angered over the cruel 
deed done to me, but I take some solace in the 
fact that many of you good readers probably 
suffered under the same woman I did-the clerk 
at the Douglas College bookstore. 
Melodrama aside, I was pretty 
for students buying books. The clerk started 
scanning all my books and I didn't even realize 
my mistake until I looked the cash register's 
display and saw that they wanted me to pay 
$748.96. I knew I wasn't going to make enough 
money to retire with from the buyback, but I 
hoped my profits would be better than -$748.96. 
But think about that disparity in price for a 
second, from $748.96 to eight dollars; not only 
does that represent a 98.9 per cent loss of value 
over the course of eight to 24 months, but the 
bookstore was more than willing to make me 
pay for books they wouldn't even accept back 
into their stock. I'm sure I'm not the only one 
who sees this as being a little ridiculous. 
Yes, I know editions of textbooks come 
and go, but in this modem age of computers 
and the Internet and such and such, can't those 
The Other Press is now on Twitter! disappointed when I went to this year's barcode scanners detect what books are being 
textbook buyback at the bookstore. I had 20 returned, see if other institutions need or want 
Follow us to stay up-to-date with what's happening at 
the paper, Douglas College and around town! 
textbooks with me, which I had owned between them and then direct us starving students where 
eight months to two years. I have always taken to mail them for a buyback price that isn't an 
meticulous care of my textbooks so condition insult? Hell, my local library can request books 
twitter.comffheOtherPress was never an issue. Of those 20 textbooks, and materials from other libraries; can't all 
only three were bought back by the bookstore, these post-secondary bookstores get together 
netting me a grand total of-wait for it-eight 
bucks even. 
Amazing. What a hustle, eh? I might as 
well have burned those books in my fireplace, 
because according to the bookstore, once that 
textbook leaves the door, it's worth about as 
much as kindling. 
What really got me steamed is how much 
those textbooks were worth in the first place. I 
got into the wrong checkout line accidentally 
when I entered the bookstore and got in the line 
A record-breaking semester for The Other Press 
More stories about the College than ever before 
and do the same? 
Oh, well; I may not have made any real 
money back, but at least I still have 17 pieces of 
good kindling left. 
Your friend in high fidelity, 
Liam Britten 
Editor in chief 
The Other Press 
By Mark Fisher this, no matter if you're a student, a teacher, 
or college staff/administration, if you know 
about something going on at the College that 
would be of interest to readers of The Other 
Press, now or anytime in the future, please get 
in touch with one our editors so that we can 
do a story on it. You can find their contact info 
in any issue of the paper. 
Issue I Stories about the College 
At the end of last April, The Other Press took a student survey to see what students thought about the 
amount of College-related content in The 
Other Press. While the majority of students 
felt that we had a sufficient amount, a large 
portion of the respondents ( 42 per cent) 
said we should have more, so we made that 
one of our main goals for the future . I'm 
happy to say that in the Fall 2009 semester 
we reached an all-time high for publishing 
Douglas College-related content, reaching an 
impressive average of over nine stories per 
issue. You can see the breakdown chart next 
to this article. 
The opinions, arts, and sports sections 
each far surpassed the previous amount of 
Ccllege coverage from the previous semester. 
I'm really impressed at the section editors 
commitment to finding a story about the 
college to report every week. News continued 
to be just as solid as it was in 2008-2009. 
As happy as we are to reach this new 
level of college coverage, we hope to go 
even further in the future . H you're reading 
And while we'd like to cover everything 
newsworthy that goes on at the College, our 
editors and contributors are students too 
and they have to balance their time at the 
paper with their studies, so we' re always 
looking for more students who are interested 
in what's going on at the College to help us 
cover what's going on. Come to one of our 
weekly meetings that held in room 1020 every 
Monday at 6 p.m., or e-mail the section editor 
that you're interested in writing for if you 
can 't be there at that time. 
Though I've stepped down as the paper 's 
business manager, I'll still be writing for the 
paper from time to time while I'm finishing 
my degree at Douglas . And I hope every 
student with an interest in writing contributes 
to the paper at some poin~ during their time at 
Douglas College. 
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VANOC introduces new ticket marketplace to their website 
that and is that truly a valid ticket." site will only be available through 
the ticketholder's pre-existing online 
account. Sellers will be able to offer 
as many tickets as they want at any 
price and will also be able to change 
or pull their selling price at any time. 
VANOC is warning ticket sellers that 
the payout for all tickets sold will 
Both the ticket buyer and seller 
will pay a lO per cent service fee 
Colledge 
Just before Christmas, VANOC unveiled a new fan-to-fan ticket reselling website providing 
ticketholders with a place to resell 
their tickets without any upper limits 
on the prices charged, and a legitimate 
place for those wanting tickets without 
the risk of counterfeits. 
to VANOC for each transaction in 
order to sustain the online service. 
Olympic organizers are expecting 
that ticket prices will initially be quite 
high as sellers test the market to see 
what buyers are willing to pay for the 
coveted tickets. 
not occur until the spring after the 
Paralympics are over. 
"We decided after much debate 
to allow a free market on the site," 
said VANOC ticketing vice president 
Caley Denton at a press conference 
where the new website was unveiled. 
"If someone's selling tickets outside 
of this website, people need to ask 
themselves why they would be doing 
Although 90 per cent of ticket 
holders for the 2010 Winter Games 
say they plan to use their tickets, there 
are often individuals who are unable 
or unwilling to attend at the last 
minute. Officials say the cost-recovery 
marketplace on VANOC's website is 
designed to protect consumers from 
fraud and ensure that all event venues 
are full when it comes to game time. 
For those interested in purchasing 
tickets from the website, the site will 
only accept Visa, the official credit 
card of the Games, and will courier 
all tickets bought with a new barcode. 
Sales will stop 24 hours before each 
event, with all unsold tickets retaining 
their original proprietorship, and can 
also be donated to various charities 
and community groups within Metro 
Vancouver without service fees. Access to the ticket-reselling 
Cessna pilot makes emergency 
landing in Port Coquitlam field 
Engine problems forced landing minutes into 
flight 
By Liam aritten, Editor in chief 
W hile it may not have been as impressive as "Sully" Sullenberger's landing of a jet plane on the Hudson River, a Lower Mainland pilot 
is feeling just as fortunate after making an emergency 
landing in a Port Coquitlarn soccer field. 
On Tuesday, December 29, a two-seat Cessna made 
an emergency landing in Port Coquitlam's Gates Park 
after taking off from Pitt Meadows Regional Airport at 
around 2:30p.m. The plane, en route to Squamish, hit 
engine problems lO minutes into the flight, forcing pilot 
Dave Deno to look for an alternate landing site. Deno was 
the only person on board the plane, and neither he nor 
anyone on the gtound was injured. 
A 20-year pilot, Deno knew something was wrong 
when his engine started making unfamiliar noises shortly 
after takeoff. His engine then cut out and Deno radioed 
in a mayday call to air traffic control. With the help of 
another Cessna pilot who had taken off minutes before 
he had from Pitt Meadows, Deno found Gates Park, a 
soccer field next to Riverside Secondary School in Port 
Coquitlam. His engine no longer functioning, Deno had to 
lose altitude and speed carefully before touching down in 
the field. 
"I saw the whole thing; he did a good job as far as 
I'm concerned," a witness told The Other Press, who 
described seeing the plane bank and descend in slow 
spirals above the park. 
Complicating matters further, tall trees surrounded 
the field Deno was landing in, and his plane actually 
clipped one during the approach, damaging a wing and 
the front of the fuselage. The landing almost ended 
disastrously-moments before Deno hit the ground he 
saw a small child right in his landing path, and, unaware 
of the silently gliding plane coming towards her, the girl 
was nearly hit. Fortunately, she moved out of the way 
before the plane touched down. 
"I wish I had a hom on this thing," Deno said of his 
inability to warn the little girl. 
While Deno wasn't certain what caused the engine 
failure, he believes it was a fuel problem or possibly a 
problem related to ice on the plane's exterior. The Cessna 
was towed to Pitt Meadows for repairs. 
Tighter airport security 
expected to continue into the 
New Year 
By Tanya Colledge, Staff Reporter 
L onger lineups, enhanced restrictions and flight delays are only some of the things travelers can expect to continue into the New Year in reaction to 
an attempted terrorist attack Christmas Day. 
Transport Canada has declared that the increased 
security, which includes checks, carry-on luggage 
restrictions and new physical searches on all flights 
destined to the United States, will remain in place until 
further notice. For Canadian travelers, these tighter 
security measures mean those flying to or from the U.S. 
can expect multiple delays and cancellations across the 
continent. Airlines such as Air Canada and WestJet are 
advising travelers to arrive at the airport at least three 
hours before their scheduled departure times to help cope 
with the delays. 
The increased security measures seen across North 
America and in Europe were implemented as a direct 
result of Umar FaroukAbdulmutallab's alleged attempt 
to blow up a North West Airlines flight from Amsterdam 
to Detroit on Christmas Day. The 23-year-old engineering 
student allegedly tried to ignite an explosive hidden in 
his underwear as the aircraft was flying over southern 
Ontario, but was averted due to a faulty detonator. The 
explosion could have killed the 279 passengers and 11 
crew members on-board. Abdulmutallab, on a U.S. watch 
list, has been in custody since the flight landed safely in 
Detroit, and has also been said to have trained withal-
Qaeda in Yemen prior to the attack. 
Although the attempted attack is suspected to have 
willfully occurred within the aircraft jurisdiction of the 
U.S., Canadian airport officials and Transport Canada 
promptly issued heightened security measures, including 
a ban on all carry-on luggage a day after the incident, 
encouraging passengers to check roller bags and large 
backpacks that had once been allowed on planes. 
Travelers may now only take personal items with 
them on-board such as medication or medical devices, 
diaper bags, laptop computers, small purses, cameras, 
coats, crutches and musical instruments. In addition, 
passengers headed to the U.S. will be subjected to 
additional screening, where they will be patted down and 
personal items checked over again.The botched terrorist 
attack has also re-opened debates concerning full-body 
scanners that use 3D imaging technology, also known 
as "naked" scanners in Canadian airports. Airports in 
Chicago, the Netherlands and Nigeria have announced 
plans to install the high-tech scanners within the year, 
but Transport Canada has yet to come to a decision on 
whether the technology should be used in Canadian 
airports and retain a balance between security and privacy 
concerns. 
Douglas College Wrap-Up 
By Kristina Mameli 
Student ID cards 
Student ID cards will be available to new students 
starting January 4 in room 3272 at the New 
Westminster campus and in room D1019 at the David 
Lam campus. Decals for returning students will also 
be available at the CElT offices and the Libraries at 
both the New Westminster and David Lam campuses 
starting January 4. 
For more information on student ID cards visit: 
http://www.douglas.bc.ca/ceit/student-services/ 
general-info/id-cards-and-badges/student-id-cards. 
html 
DSU Upper Lounge grand opening-
complete with cake 
On Tuesday, January 5 from 10-1 p.m., the Douglas 
Students' Union will celebrate the grand opening of 
its newly refurbished DSU Upper Longue on the New 
Westminster Campus. 
The project, headed by the '09-'10 DSU Rep 
Committee, has seen the space fully refurbished with 
a pool table, study tables, microwave, and social 
seating areas and will soon even include vending 
machines. The group plans to open the space to 
students on a regular basis, not just for events. The 
DSU hopes to inspire lively debate, parties and movie 
nights. The lounge will open with a cake celebration 
as well as aDJ. 
Pancakes and Family Guy 
As the inaugural event for the newly renovated DSU 
Upper Lounge, the DSU will serve up a free pancake 
breakfast with a side of Family Guy on Wednesday, 
January 6 from 9-2 p.m. 
DSU cartoons and chilli lunch 
In the spirit of welcoming the Winter Semester, the 
DSU continues a series of luncheons with a "Sweet 
Chili Heat Chili Lunch" Thursday, January 7 from 
10-2 p.m. in the DSU Upper Lounge. The event will 
also feature a collection of chilli-related cartoons. 
DSU announces poetry/writing contest winners 
Congratulations to the Douglas students whose 
submissions about student debt contained "wisdom, 
imagery, humour, and explicit or implicit messaging." 
The winning submissions in the writing contest 
portion include: 
1st Place: Indebeted by Elizabeth Dowding 
2nd Place: My Own Private Student Loan by Mystery 
Beck 
And the winning submission for the poetry portion 
include: 
1st Place: A Reminder by Jeanne d'Arc Hassko 
2nd Place: Ode to Student Debt by Liz Da Silva 
The DSU thanks Janet Allwork on the Douglas 
English Department and Elizabeth Bachinsky of the 
Douglas Creative Writing Department for serving as 
judges. 
Top 1 0 news stories of 2009 
Kristina Mameli 
news editor 
T he news is 2009 was dominated by both Canadian and international politics, economic concerns, Swine Flu, Olympic fever in Vancouver and the sudden 
death of a very prominent figure in the entertainment 
industry.lt was a year of ups and downs and of firsts . The 
following is a list of The Other Press' top 10 newsmakers of 
2009: 
HlNl hysteria 
Hailed as a pandemic, H1N1, also commonly referred 
to as the Swine Flu, takes the number one spot for the most 
reported on issue of 2009, though it was in fact responsible 
for fewer deaths than the regular flu . Stories on how to 
avoid contracting the virus, the controversial vaccination 
and even complacency and opposition to getting vaccinated 
dominated 
headlines from 
the very start, 
sparking mass 
hysteria that 
had all eligible 
vaccination 
recipients 
flocking to 
clinics . The 
Canadian 
Health 
Authority is 
still urging all 
Canadians to 
get vaccinated . 
H1N1 
impressively 
charted on 
the social 
networking site 
Twitter's top 
trends of 2009 
list at both #2 
and#6. 
The King of Pop laid to rest 
The sudden death of pop icon Michael Jackson 
shocked his legions of fans and quickly dominated all 
news and entertainment outlets as theory after theory came 
to light about the potential cause. At 50, Jackson was the 
largest pop star in the world, the King of Pop to many; his 
~udden death eclipsed that of all other celebrities that passed 
m 2009, and lead to widespread mourning, most notably a 
public memorial held in LA and televised on every major 
news outlet. His golden coffin was laid to rest as tribute 
after tribute was issued. Jackson's albums sold at all time 
highs, now collectors items; the remaining members of the 
Jackson 5 reunited for a reality show, and footage from the 
preparation for Jackson's upcoming tour was made into a 
successful film. 
The 2010 Winter Olympic Games 
Not a day has gone by since the announcement that 
Vancouver would play host to the 2010 Winter Olympic 
Games that there has not been at least one mention 
concerning the changes to the city as a result of the Games 
in the news. From cost overruns of the Olympic village, 
traffic diversions, TransLink improvements (including 
the early and under-budget completion of the Canada 
Line), merchandising and exclusive rights, torch bearing 
ceremonies, the Cultural Olympiad, custom medals, 
and Cowichan sweater controversy to, well, the athletes 
themselves, the build up to the Games throughout 2009 has 
been a long and rocky road. Expect far more to come as the 
Games get underway. 
Obama inauguration 
Barack Obama became the 44th president of the 
United States, January 20, as well as the first ever African 
American President in an extremely emotional ceremony. 
His election was heralded as a landmark for social change, 
and his inauguration was one of the most watched and 
heavily scrutinized events of the year. It was watched the 
world over. Obama soon went on to win a controversial 
Nobel Peace Prize extremely early in his presidency. 
The Harmonized Sales Tax 
The big bad HST, which will replace the GST and 
PST !n B .C., was an issue of extreme contention, especially 
herem B.C. where businesses are expected to most feel the 
effects of the controversial tax which takes effect in July 
of this year. The HST, which will increase the cost of basis 
consumer goods such as food, has sparked protests and has 
been declared unfair by many, particularly in the somewhat 
trying times of the global economic recession. 
B.C.'s Assistance to Shelter Act 
Vancouver police will not use force to take the 
homeless 
to shelters 
during 
extreme 
weather, 
but they are 
authorized to 
gently urge 
the homeless 
with 
"minimal 
non-forceful 
touching" 
equivalent 
to helping 
an elderly 
person cross 
the street. If 
the person 
refuses, the 
police must 
immediately 
withdraw. 
The act was 
drafted in 
response to 
the winter/ cold weather deaths of mentally ill and addicted 
homeless who refused to be taken into shelters even when 
the weather called for it. Under other laws, the police still 
have the ability to force people into shelters if they are 
underage, intoxicated or mentally ill. Activists speculate that 
rather than a move of compassion, the new act is more of an 
attempt to cover up the poverty of our streets as Vancouver 
prepares to take its place on the world stage. 
Global economic crisis 
The recession was also a constant newsmaker in 2009 
as businesses downsized causing many to lose their jobs as' 
companies attempted to cut costs. Belts were tightened this 
year, especially in charitable donations around the holidays. 
Copenhagen 
The UN Climate Change Summit saw world leaders 
assemble in Denmark to discuss Kyoto and cutting 
emissions in order to preserve the planet. 
Canadian politics 
Canadian politics in 2009 was a veritable roller coaster 
with Prime Minister Stephen Harper's minority government 
surviving a Liberal non-confidence vote. 
Tiger Woods 
A little late in the year, professional golfer Tiger Woods 
made headlines after he crashed his car in the early hours 
of the morning supposedly fleeing from his wife who was 
coming at him with a golf club. From there, alleged mistress 
after mistress began to come out of the woodwork as his 
lucrative sponsorship deals began to dry up. 
News Shorts 
By Kristina Mameli 
New cell phone laws especially strict for 
new drivers 
As of January 1, using your cell phone-that includes 
typing, texting or dialling-while driving is strictly 
prohibited and could result in a $167 fine on top of 
three penalty points in B.C. 
The move is expected to encourage drivers to 
be more observant while on the road. Some news 
outlets are reporting that police will observe a one-
month grace period as British Colombians adjust to the 
new restrictions. Drivers are being urged to consider 
purchasing hands-free devices. Drivers completing the 
Graduated Licensing Program, however, will also be 
restricted from using the hands free devices. Expect 
fines, especially for texting while driving, to be handed 
out before February. 
For more information, visit http://www.drivecellsafe.ca/ 
Local gay rights pioneer loses battle with 
cancer 
Peter Corren, one of the most influential gay rights 
activists in Canada, died Decmember 30 after a 
battle with cancer. He was 62. The former TransLink 
employee and his husband Murray fought tirelessly 
for the rights of same-sex couples, even through death 
threats, helping to transform Canadian society in the 
process. The couple was responsible for starting the 
fight to legalize same-sex marriages in Canada after 
being refused a marriage license as well as many other 
milestones. 
Five Canadians killed in Afghanistan 
return home 
The five fallen Canadians include Vancouver journalist 
Michelle Lang, on assignment for Canwest News 
Service. She is the first Canadian journalist to be killed 
in Afghanistan. Also killed were Sgts. George Miok 
and Kirk Taylor, Cpl. Zachery McCormick and Pte. 
Garrett Chidley. They were killed when an Improvised 
Explosive Device (lED) went off just before the end 
of 2009 on the outskirts of Kandahar during a routine 
patrol. 
So far, 138 Canadian soldiers and two civilians 
have died in Afghanistan. 
Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Bad Movie 
By Mark Fisher 
I knew going in to seeing the new Sherlock Holmes movie that it would be very different from the books, and 
justifiably so. Most of the Sherlock Holmes 
stories are quite short , and wouldn't come 
close to being the length required for a film. 
Part of why Sherlock Holmes is regarded 
as the world's greatest detective is because 
the man is just too smart to need more than 
100 pages to solve even the most difficult 
cases and defeat even the most ingenious of 
criminals . Regardless, people wouldn't want 
to see a film where the main character has 
things so easy. Audiences want to see their 
hero struggle. 
But the tradeoff is that even by having 
Sherlock struggle in the first place, the 
character is completely altered. What made 
Sherlock the world 's greatest detective 
was the ease that he solved his cases with . 
If you take away Holmes' near perfection , 
you' ve taken away what made him Sherlock 
Holmes. Instead , this latest adaptation 
shows him as just another flawed action 
hero, and this is just another buddy action 
movie where two mismatched partners team 
up to save the world . 
During interviews to promote the 
fi lm, Jude Law, who plays Dr. Watson , 
Holmes' partner/sidekick, said that one 
of the goals of the film was to present 
Holmes and Watson as equals, instead of 
having Watson merely be Holmes' sidekick. 
Unfortunately for Sherlock Holmes fans, 
the filmmakers chose to do this more so by 
bringing Holmes down instead of building 
Watson up. The Sherlock Holmes in this 
film is. to put it bluntly, deranged. He is a 
loner completely incapable of dealing with 
society. He has no sense of what behaviour 
is socially acceptable . He doesn' t even go 
outside unless forced , preferring to stay 
inside his chaotic room where he conducts 
bizarre scientific experiments . Dr. Watson 
is sick of Holmes' bizarre antics , and no 
one else can even stand to be around him. 
The Sherlock in the books was always an 
eccentric, but a respectable one. He was 
someone that everyone liked, even if no 
really one understood, however in the 
movie, everyone's reaction to him is one of 
contempt, even his only friend. 
The film would be doubly worse if 
it weren't for the fine acting by Law as 
Watson and Robert Downey Jr. as Holmes. 
The two of them are able to make the most 
out of the material and the interplay between 
the two of them during the film's middle 
section when their relationship reaches its 
lowest point is top notch. They do a superb 
job of acting like two people who can no 
longer stand one another. 
The dynamic between Holmes and 
Watson is a deep one. They are friends, co-
workers, roommates, and business partners. 
And Law and Downey do an excellent 
job of being two guys who have done all 
of these things so much that now they're 
sick of each other. Sometimes the two are 
so venomous to one another that it gets 
uncomfortable . It's like watching close 
friends fight over things that should be a 
private matter. 
Rachel McAdams , who plays 
Sherlock's love interest, doesn't fair nearly 
as well. In several scenes she seems to 
have no idea why her character is saying 
her lines. She's believable as Holmes' 
intellectual superior, but it occurs to me that 
in this film, that is no longer an impressive 
feat. There is absolutely no reason for her 
character to be madly in love with the 
Holmes' presented in this film . Everyone 
else is treating Sherlock Holmes with 
contempt and disgust and even his best 
friend is sick of being around him, and yet 
the audience is supposed to believe that this 
intelligent and attractive woman who is a 
great deal younger than him is completely 
in love with him, without ever being given a 
reason why. A flashback scene between the 
two of them set before Sherlock became a 
social pariah would have done wonders for 
this film and for McAdams' performance. 
The less said about this fi lm's villain , 
Lord Blackwell, the better. British action 
Mark Strong portrays him like a villain in a 
B-grade horror movie. 
There are some clever points in the 
writing that help redeem the lackluster plot, 
including some much-appreciated touches 
of dry British wit . They won't get nearly as 
big of a laugh as they deserve, because of 
the film 's needlessly dark themes . Sherlock 
is struggling against a Satanist who is 
planning on using chemical weapons (how 
topical!) to try to destroy the government, 
and explicitly states that he is planning on 
destroying America after he's done with 
England. 
This is completely out of step with any 
opponent Sherlock Holmes has ever faced, 
and this is really a matter that the military 
should be dealing with instead of a private 
detective and his sidekick. The only reason 
I can think of why they went with such a 
villain was that they made Holmes such an 
unlikable character that they needed to have 
his opponent be an America-hating Satanic 
terrorist in order to get the audience to cheer 
for Sherlock Holmes to beat him. 
Turn down your hearing aid, this Tower 
of Power will blow you away! 
Old school funk group still knows what is hip! 
Jay Schreiber 
arts editor 
I n 1975, they asked us a simple question: What is hip? On December 30 at the River Rock Casino, Tower 
of Power answered that question loud 
and clear. Playing to a sold out theater, 
The Tower of Power have never had any 
problems packing them in when playing 
Vancouver. 
"We remember all our friends in 
this city!" said Emilio Castillo, founder 
of the group and leader of the Tower of 
Power horn section "Do you remember 
the Commodore? Do you remember the 
Orpheum? Do you remember Richards?" 
Emilio continued while pumping up the 
crowd with venues of TOP shows past. 
The group, who has been around 
since the late '60s, consists of 10 members 
and are composed of a rhythm section of 
bass , drums, B3 organ and guitar, a well 
balanced five-piece hom section, and a 
lead vocalist. With three original members 
left since their 1968 debut, the group has 
never ceased to be a strong force in the 
soul/funk genre which they helped to 
establish. 
"We have a new album out," lead 
vocalist Lenny Williams mentioned to the 
crowd. "It would be great if you picked 
it up because, urn, well, we need the 
money." Williams continued jokingly. 
Lenny went on to say that there the group 
was returning to their soul roots before 
performing a rendition of the classic tune 
"Mrs. Jones." 
During the do-wop chorus on ballads 
the hom section would jive in time with 
syncopated dance moves. "The Funky 
Doctor," Barry, sax player and eldest 
member of Tower of power even took 
a dance break down solo during "Still 
Diggin' on James Brown." 
The crowd was lively and very 
responsive to TOP considering the average 
age of people in the room was around 45 
or older. "This must be where the party 
people are at ," said Lenny Williams of the 
people dancing right in front of the stage, 
Tower of Power finished off their set 
with a medley featuring their most famous 
tune, "What is Hip" before coming back 
out for an encore. 
Wednesday, January 6 
If you're downtown and feel like alternative indie chick pop, then Canadian 
duo Tegan & Sarah are playing the Orpheum Theatre tonight. Not down 
for such a mainstream crowd? Head over to the North Shore Presentation 
House Theatre for hard swinging melodic jazz when the Burrows/Matheson 
Quartet features Douglas College faculty members Jared Burrows and Alan 
Matheson. 
My Pick: Go north for some awesome jazz 
Thursday, January 7 
The Railway club is a pretty good place to be tonight if you're not feeling 
too rowdy, where three local acoustic acts will be jamming out original 
tunes. But, if you are feeling vulgar, then head to the Princeton pub for Glory 
Whore, Hookerpop and Hobosexuals. It's y_our call really. 
My Pick: I'm feeling classy-hit up the Railway 
Friday, January 8 
It's a night of great Canadian rock past and present. Now-Vancouver-
based '80's rock band Loverboy are shaking their thing at the Commodore 
Ballroom for the umpteenth time. Younger rascals The Enigmas are going to 
be doing the same but at the Bourbon on Cordova in the downtown east. 
My Pick: Unless you belong to the over-40 crowd, Bourbon's the place to be 
Saturday, January 9 
Loverboy plays again tonight at the Commodore,just in case you were at the 
Bourbon last night, but I'd head a little farther down Granville to O'Doul's 
pub and hear the Karin Plato Jazz Trio. However, if you happen to be in 
Whistler for the weekend, check out Dusty's Bar & BBQ for one of the best 
'60s cover bands Whole Lotta Led. 
My Pick: Local jazz hits the spot, but Led is worth it if you're still on 
vacation 
Another jazz venue fears closure in 
2010, this one hits a little closer to home 
By Jay Schreiber, Arts Editor 
H ow local is local anymore? Some would argue that anything artistic with a maple leaf attached is 
considered local these days,just so long 
as it fits Canadian content laws. Some 
people think that so long as the artistic 
creation comes within our province of 
British Columbia it can be considered 
home grown. Most times, local is referred 
to as anywhere within a 45 minute drive of 
home, in other words, the GVRD. 
the club is looking to do renovations and 
a change of environment that could be 
happening as soon as February because of 
money issues. 
Taking a walk up 6th Street, you'll 
find Java Jazz, a great little restaurant run 
by a very musical Indonesian family. The 
food is everything from pastas to Asian 
cuisine and the atmosphere is generally 
very friendly.lf you need to take the 
family out for dinner, then this is a great 
recommendation, but check ahead for 
schedule of night open per week, they tend 
"In the New Year, with the Olympics threatening a nationwide 
coup d'etat, the smaller "family run" venues are losing business 
and facing closure." 
All of the above are considerably 
local to some degree or another depending 
on how big of a scale you look at, but the 
local I'm talking about has to do with a few 
blocks from where you're probably reading 
this paper right now. 
The Lower Mainland is a great place 
for live music, but very few people are 
aware of the outside downtown venues 
that are high in quality, low in price and 
always great fun. In the New Year, with the 
Olympics threatening a nationwide coup 
d'etat, the smaller "family run" venues are 
losing business and facing closure. 
For anyone who loves jazz, the 
Heritage Grill is probably a favoured local 
hangout. Located right next to Columbia 
SkyTrain Station on Columbia Street, the 
Grill offers high quality music, great food, 
cheap drinks and an overall great location. 
Live music happens every other night 
and if you're a player, then corning out 
on Thursday's for jazz jams with a bunch 
of great local players is one of the best 
experiences you'll have. As it stands now, 
to change depending on performers. 
Going even further up 6th Street 
is the Orange Room, an urban lounge 
for a somewhat postrnodem crowd of 
individuals. This is a fairly versatile venue 
for everything from acoustic teenage angst 
rock to flamenco guitar styles. Thursdays 
are ladies night and Saturdays the mood is 
Spanish fever. 
While some venues have not been 
so lucky in remaining open for this long, 
these places still have a dedicated crowd 
of regulars. The issue is whether these 
regulars can remain steady enough to keep 
a place afloat or if reinforcing members 
of the community can help make the 
difference. 
The problem is just where it has 
always been, in the hands of the patrons 
of free local venues. My advice to you, oh 
faithful reader of The Other Press, is to 
make the effort to support your local live 
music restaurants, for without them, we 
have that much less of an artistic identity. 
Recession victims find redemption 
One website proves there's always a way out of a tight situation 
Angela Espinoza 
W ith 2009 now over, what's felt like one of the longer years in recent time has already left its 
mark on 2010; particularly those hit with 
last years recession, which unfortunately 
doesn't seem to be letting up any time soon. 
However, one website has gone out of its 
way to provide hope for those who've been 
hit hard in Canada. 
"GPD: Measuring the Human Side 
of the Economic Crisis" is a video and 
photo essay 
web-series about 
sounds absurdly impossible, and yet each 
of those families has managed to pull 
themselves out of their rut. 
Janice Goudie, the director of the films 
provided, will be continuing to follow the 
families involved with the above project, as 
well as dozens of others as a way to get their 
stories out to the people who need to see 
them the most. Several other local directors 
of the National Film Board will also be 
involved in the project, providing even more 
stories to the website. 
The project has gone out of its way to 
become widely available, promoting itself 
through sites like Facebook and Twitter 
under the name GDPproject, which all 
link back to the 
original website, 
Canadians who've 
found ways to 
cope with their 
dire situations, 
managing to find 
ways to survive 
despite financial 
"The nice thing about these 
documentary-/Ike short films are that 
there is no feeling of guilt forced upon 
the viewer, unlike other reports often 
seen In the media." 
GDP.NFB.ca. 
The nice · 
thing about these 
documentary-
like short films 
are that there 
turmoil. The 
series, which began in September 2009, 
will be continuing up until September 2010, 
uploading new stories daily in hopes of 
inspiring others. 
One of the better-known videos of the 
150 episode film series is about a group 
offamilies in Grand Falls-Windsor, N.L. 
who banded together to start of all things, 
a cranberry farming business. It almost 
is no feeling of 
guilt forced upon 
the viewer, unlike other reports often seen 
in the media. Rather, these films are made 
to inspire those who seek help that will 
most likely never arrive. The series is about 
taking action into your own hands, and has 
already done so successfully, with many 
other victims of the recession going out of 
their way to post their own 'rags-to-basic 
needs' stories. 
Ricky Gervais gets animated 
Gervais' podcast series gets a cartoon makeover 
By Angela Espinoza 
B y now, English comedian Ricky Gervais has left his mark in the world of television, having been 
the creative genius behind Extras and the 
original U.K. rendition of The Offic~. 
Having also recently involved himself in 
film with Ghost Town and The Invention 
of Lying, as well as writing the best-
selling children's book series Flanimals, 
one can only imagine what Gervais 
intends to get involved with next. Well, 
how about his own animated series? 
Gervais had previously been involved 
in animation, providing his voice for 
the 2005 Disney film Valiant, as well as 
a guest spot on The Simpsons episode, 
"Homer Simpson, This Is Your Wife," 
where Homer and Marge enter a Trading 
Spouses-type series, with Gervais' 
character falling in love with Marge 
during the swap. 
On February 19, HBO will be 
premiering The Ricky Gervais Show, 
based on his ever-popular podcast series. 
Involved in the thirteen-part project will 
be close friends Stephen Merchant and 
Karl Pilkington, both of whom have 
collaborated with Gervais throughout 
his career. The three will be heavily 
involved in the series, intertwining much 
of the discussions held in their podcasts, 
which include odd and absurd excerpts 
from Pilkington's journal. They'll also be 
providing the voices of their characters; 
however, it'll be Pilkington in the 
spotlight, as Gervais and Merchant will be 
providing somewhat secondary roles. 
This series is unique in that it features 
severely simplified drawings provided by 
animation studio Wildbrain, very similar 
to that of cartoons made through the 
Adobe Flash program. Just as well, the 
series seems to provide no actual writing; 
merely animated versions of the original 
podcasts, drawing the three leading males 
into place, with cutaway animations of 
insane descriptions provided mostly by 
Pilkington. 
For those who have yet to hear 
the "most downloaded podcasts in the 
world," each one provides hilariously 
absurd views on virtually everything, from 
philosophy to politics. Gervais claims that 
it's Pilkington's lack of education, logical 
reasoning and downright stupidity that 
really ties the show together. One can only 
assume how these observations will only 
get better with visuals tied in. 
TheKuldo 
By Christine Jackson 
Dark stretch of winding roadway, 
no streetlamps, 
but headlights pass through blowing snow 
that slides like shooting stars across the windshield. 
Ford Taurus station wagon, powder blue 
spaceship moving past worlds and times: 
signs nailed to pine, Grads 87, 04, 99. 
Faded by rain and sun and time, acrylic paints, pale 
under artificial light; forest shadows creep 
through bullet holes, missing chunks 
of long-gone students' dreams 
used for target practice. 
Once, 
a porcupine crawled out of the ditch, 
from that other world into ours, 
and bristled under the twin beams 
of the station wagon; our own light 
reflected green in its eyes, memories 
of quills and skin smeared on pavement: 
someone else's accident. We stopped, 
switched off the high beams 
to set it free. 
Are you a budding poet? Submit your work to arts@theotherpress.ca to see your work in print! 
Beauty Inside Out 
Holiday hangovers: how to heat the blues of the bulk 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
M imosa's with breakfast or Bailey's in coffee is a delightful way to start the day over the holidays, 
and when is a martini not a good idea? 
This may sound like the beginning of a 
drinking problem, but during the Christmas 
season I am confident that everyone 
indulges themselves and enjoys time off 
from school and busy schedules . Binging 
on chocolates at ten o'clock in the morning 
is not uncommon to me, nor is spending a 
day completely horizontal in spandex and 
sweatpants . This hinging session in doing 
whatever I please is extended to drinking, 
so by January 1 I have a two week hangover 
building up and am ready to explode right 
between the soft parts of my temples. This 
confident and cocky attitude has led me 
to varied states of despair come January 
1, which is why I prepare myself for the 
looming hangover and extra pounds that 
tend materialize over the holidays. 
As a substitute to spending weeks 
sweating it out at the gym and cursing 
myself for behaving so poorly, I tend to 
eat healthier and Detox before resuming to 
my old self. I'm not talking about dieting, 
or fasting, or those ridiculous lemon 
juice mixtures the celebrities practice; I 
don't advocate the MaryKate method of 
losing weight and getting healthy. Detoxs 
have a really bad reputation due to the 
misrepresentation exposed through the 
media. To detox is to remove toxins from 
the body, and to do this all you have to do 
is eliminate what's unnatural and unhealthy 
from your diet, which in North America 
may wind up being the majority of what 
you consume. 
A safe and healthy detox I choose to do 
twice a year (immediately after Christmas 
On the catwalk: 2009 highlights from the 
Vancouver Art Institute fashion show 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
Music blared, lights flashed, and thick smoke crept across an illuminated stage of swirling 
neon pinks and yellows and orange. Long 
legged girls in juicy colored shoes and 
dark eye shadow posed for the hundreds of 
flashing bulbs that glittered in the dark with 
hands that gripped bony hips and fingered 
backcombed hair. As the music stopped, 
the lights dimmed, and a large disco ball 
overhead began to twirl scattering square-
shaped slivers of silver light around the 
room and signaling the models to hurry 
backstage; the fashion show was about to 
begin. 
The Art Institute of Vancouver is 
a school for 
embraced Vancouver style and outside 
cultural influences. First the models would 
strut their stuff on the catwalk, strike a 
pose, and then the designer would come 
out immediately afterwards and all would 
leave. It was expertly done; the music was 
a combination of modem hip-hop inspired 
by the country being presented. 
Barefoot models skirted onto the 
stage, hands out at their sides with soft 
silk hugging creases of slim thighs; 
ballerina toed models who posed in poofy 
dresses and doll-faced pouts; models 
with slanted eyes and grim faces who 
looked like they belonged in Vogue with 
their poised demeanours and immaculate 
proportions. The clothing was amazing, 
I was not prepared for the skill and flair 
that was shown on stage; the designs were 
innovative, 
the education 
and creation 
of applied arts 
which showcases 
the student's 
fashion ideas 
at the end of 
"The clothing was amazing, I was not 
prepared for the skill and flair that was 
shown on stage; the designs were 
innovative, dramatic, and perfected to 
what the designers wanted to portray." 
dramatic, and 
perfected to what 
the designers 
wanted to portray. 
Modem and 
futuristic designs 
with thick 
fall semester. 
This year the theme was "Global Gallery" 
which celebrated the diversity and cultural 
influences around the world, and proposed 
that "Greater collaboration between art 
and fashion means that the line between 
the two is blurring." As Vancouver is 
constantly changing and shaped by many 
outward expressions and backgrounds , the 
graduating students of 2009 were asked 
to create clothing that inspired minds to 
collaborate and challenged originality 
and blend the unique attributes of outside 
cultures that are brought into Vancouver. 
Clothing representing Africa, India, 
Europe , Asia , and North I South America 
was included in the three-hour fashion 
show. The show was separated into the 
five countries with a dozen designers who 
fashioned their models to their theme. 
Each designer was given three models and 
so had to create three distinct outfits that 
10 
platformed shoes , 
straight-lined patterns, and immensely 
pleated skirts took the stage. A trio of girls 
wearing a thick black cape with red silk 
trimming, short grey cape with large black 
buttons, and a little boy trouser suit in pale 
blue with white chiffon sleeves stood out 
amongst the dozens of outfits that lined the 
catwalk. Three petite girls with soft brown 
hair and demure facial expressions held 
hands wearing dresses in neutral beiges 
and creams; their make-up heavy in smoky 
grays and blacks . 
When the event ended , as I passed 
girls from the show I couldn 't help but 
wish that I belonged to the world on the 
stage with sparkling jewelry and expensive 
shoes; people who doted on you and 
did your hair and nails and makeup; and 
cameras that captured glittering eyes and 
confident face. 
and summer), created by Dr. Terry Willard, 
Ph.D. is the "Wild Rose Herbal D-Tox." 
Like many other detoxs it eliminates 
alcohol, processed foods, dairy products, 
and tropical fruits. Two cups of coffee a day 
are allowed, which is extremely helpful as 
the lack of sugar leaves you fatigued for the 
first four days . The detox lasts 12 days with 
the diet consisting of 20 per cent proteins 
and 80 per cent corning from carbohydrates 
and vegetables. The elimination of all 
foods that congest the system is necessary 
to eliminate waste from the liver, kidneys, 
colon, and lymphatic system. 
Admittedly, the first three to five days 
are terrible and all I want to do is cram 
something sugary, salty, or spicy in my 
mouth. There are four herbal formulas that 
come with the WJ.ld Rose D-Tox and with 
the meal plan the entire box in $33. Pretty 
cheap to purify yourself of all the liquor and 
fatty foods consumed over the holidaying 
Piece of the Week 
Feathers 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
Peacock plumes, ostrich feathers, and opaque jewels sewn discreetly onto headbands or clipped into hair 
evoke an old Hollywood glamour and 
add elegance to any outfit. In the days of 
Scarlett O'Hara, feathers and bows adorned 
large brimmed hats while in the 1920s 
flapper girls simplified the overdone dos 
with a single coloured feather attached to 
a cap. 
Today the feathered fad is back with 
designers taking the trend to a whole new 
level. Totally vintage or uptown allure, 
headbands are decorated with lace, buttons, 
glittery gems, and feathered quills, and are 
worn wound delicately around the head. 
Layered plumes in soft greens, lush purples, 
and dark blacks and browns look gorgeous 
in any color hair. Added rhinestones for 
uptown glam, tasteful opaque jewels, or 
buttons are to set off that little 
season, and once it's over you'll feel 
refreshed and have way more energy than 
before thanks to all healthy and unprocessed 
foods called for in the meal plans . 
If doing a detox really isn't your thing 
and hitting the gym doesn't fit into your 
schedule, to take off those few extra pounds 
all you have to do is exercise for a minimum 
of a half hour per day to get your heart rate 
up. Whether you decide to have beer with 
every meal, or taste every chocolate in the 
box, or commit to four turkey dinners, the 
holidays are meant to overindulge just as 
New Year's is meant for healthy resolutions. 
Skipping is a great way to get in shape; a 30 
minute run is equivalent to 10 minutes of 
skipping, and strengthening exercises such 
as sit-ups, push-ups, and weights boost your 
metabolism so that even when you're sitting 
around (and studying) you' re still burning 
calories . 
black dress. Headbands are a perfect way to 
reduce time getting ready; it takes seconds 
to add a band or cap with tousled locks or a 
sleek side pony. 
To find this hot little headpiece, 
Changes on West lOth in Vancouver carries 
feathery bands in bold colours such as 
fuchsia, lime, and royal blue, and offers 
60 per cent off all holiday accessories. In 
Yaletown,just off Hamilton Street, Beauty 
Mark carries an assortment of layered 
plumes for under $30. On the opposite side 
of Vancouver, in Maple Ridge, Gingerly 
Designs carries petite bands with simple 
ornaments and single feathers draped across 
one side for $12-20. 
Classic and timeless, feathers are 
trends that continually reappear on 
the runway and are used to create a 
sophisticated look. Unlike animal prints, 
these feathery finds are a simple and elegant 
way to bring back vintage Hollywood · 
glamour and are an inexpensive way to 
look fabulous. 
Campus Creations 
Lucky we live in a rainforest 
No snow = better dressed for 201 0 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
Considering the rest of Canada wakes up to a dazzling blanket of white and snowflakes falling from the sky 
reminiscent of a holiday postcard, it is a bit 
depressing to wake up Christmas morning 
to grey pavement and the sound of rain 
pattering on the rooftops. 
Christmas trees, shortbread, the big 
guy in the jolly red suit, and mistletoe are 
all symbolic of the holiday but it always 
feels less festive and somewhat empty 
here in Vancouver when there are no 
snowballs to be thrown or snowmen to be 
rolled. Instead of complaining about no 
snow, I should really be thankful for B.C.'s 
temperate climate 
seeing as the trouble 
snow brings really isn't 
worth the pretty picture 
outdoors. 
I have awful 
memories of stuffing 
a snowsuit under my 
Halloween costume as 
a child when I lived 
in the Prairies, and of 
spending way too much 
time getting dressed to 
go out; multiple layers, 
snow pants, thick jacket, 
toque, mittens, and 
proper footwear are a 
must when it snows 
that much . Unlike 
Vancouver, wearing 
Uggs or a leather jacket 
outside doesn' t cut it 
in the snow or cold 
weather 
Maria Asselin-Roy 
proved how comfy and 
classy we Vancouverites 
can look all year round 
thanks to the lack of 
snow in December. 
Decked out in a comfy 
pair of denim washed 
jeans tucked neatly into 
boots (which she tastefully selected from 
a dozen pairs of shoes at her back door), 
Maria layered a couple of black and green 
tank tops under a fitted leather black jacket. 
Her outfit was complete with a rich purple 
toque and long knit scarf before she headed 
out into the driziling rain and foggy streets. 
Her favorite winter fashion item, she says, 
is a grey toque with a fluffy bobble on the 
top given to her by her dad. "It's probably 
out of the 1960s or something," Maria 
said, "My dad used to wear it." Incredibly 
vintage; worth holding onto and beats any 
new trend that designers come up with. 
In her first year at Douglas, Maria 
is pursuing a degree in the Bachelor of 
Arts and is interested in astronomy and 
photography. · 
a pair of brown buttoned ········~~ ~i'i!lllii!~~g:}:;;!Al~~lll!,~:!i] 
Modern Muse 
Lily Cole: High Street hotshot of 2010 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
I t should come as no surprise that Hollywood's latest hotshot ts straight out of London , England (only the most 
fashion-forward city in the world known for 
its innovative and offbeat style); and with a 
name that sountls like a new Dior perfume, 
and a porcelain face complete with almond 
shaped blue eyes and delicate features that 
contrast heavily with the mess of fiery red 
hair falling down to her waist, Miss Lily 
Cole looks somewhat like a devilish pixie 
or seductive elf when she saunters down 
the runway. A model for top haute couture 
since she was 14, Cole is Hollywood's 
hottest new star as she turns heads in The 
Imaginarium of Dr. Parnassus . 
Discovered at 14 by photographer 
Steven Meisel, Cole stole hearts with her 
innocent stare and copper mane and was 
quickly named "Model of the Year" at the 
2004 British Fashion Awards. Since then 
Cole has been regularly featured in Vogue, 
and walked in many top fashion shows 
including Anna Sui, Chane!, John Galliano, 
Jean Paul Gaultier, Versace , and Louis 
Vuitton. Early 2009, after a slight blip in her 
career concerning a nude photograph on the 
cover of a French Playboy, Cole was signed 
to model for Rimmel London alongside 
Kate Moss, and became the face of Tiffany 
& Co for Britain. A prominent face for 
Marks and Spencer, spokespeople of the 
company .claim that Cole ·is "a popular, 
high profile, model who is very much in 
demand," which is why so many different 
companies wish to work with her. . 
At 21 Cole has already accomplished 
New Year's 2009: all that glitters 
By Stephanie Trembath, Fashion 
Editor 
Amid a room full of people, glasses of champagne and beer being passed around, girls in darling 
outfits with camera's and clutches squeezed 
under armpits, it's New Years Eve and 
everyone wants to look their best and find a 
midnight kiss. Letting go of past inhibitions 
and entering a whole new year causes 
feelings of excitement and angst on January 
31, thus new outfits must be bought. While 
'80s glam was brought back during 2009, 
(bringing acid wash, neon, sequins, leather, 
and oversized jewels with it), some of the 
up locks they go perfectly with a little 
black dress. With jewellery it's smartest to 
choose one statement piece to tie together 
your outfit; earrings such as these are best 
worn without any necklaces or bracelets . 
Dripping pink gemstones set in a gold 
netted pattern is all that's needed to be the 
belle of the ball. A simple white or cream 
coloured shirt makes this necklace appear 
more delicate while darker tones bring out 
the razzle dazzle of the salmon pink and 
gold. 
If 2009 was a year of thigh-high boots 
and glitter I cannot wait to see what 2010 
brings. 
'80s trends will be left in '09 .----------------------. 
while others make their debut 
over the holiday season. 
Sequins! Sequins 
everywhere! On sweaters and 
hats and tank tops and dresses, 
in all sorts of colors and sizes. 
Silver, black, and gold sequins 
were a huge hit as the subtle 
sparkle is just enough to make 
the outfit classy and not tacky; 
too many rhinestones and 
glitter often ends up looking 
like you've tried too hard. In 
London, the micro-mini skirt 
is all the rage with rainbow 
sequins in a horizontal pattern. 
Super svelte and with a high 
waist, this piece looked cute 
paired with black leggings and 
pumps. 
Chunky jewellery and 
long dangly necklaces were 
a fun fashion fad that will 
hopefully continue in 2010. 
These bold black earrings 
with gold designs are flashy 
and fun, and when worn 
with red lipstick and swept 
what most girls only dream of, but that did 
not allow her to stop there as she signed 
on to play Valentina in Terry Gilliam 's 
The lmaginarium of Dr. Parnassus. Heath 
Ledger 's last film , his role is filled by other 
actors including Johnny Depp, Jude Law, 
and Colin Farrell, due to his death mid-film. 
· Cole was fortunate enough to work with 
this bevy of beautiful men and claims that 
film .is more demanding than modeling, and 
requires more "emotional and intellectual 
commitment." 
In Gilliams movie it's almost as if Cole 
is putting on her own private fashion show 
for· the audience as she changes from a 
· fluffy white haired fairy to a silver-cheeked 
tree nymph, and then stark naked in nothing 
but bear fur and shrubbery. In a final scene, 
Cole's long limbs and model physique is 
highlighted in a rich red dress with her hair 
flowing down her back; Gilliam clearly 
chose his actress based on her previous 
career. 
Since starring in The Imaginarium, 
Cole has been working closely with Marilyn 
Manson in Phantasmagoria, an adaptation 
of Lewis Carroll 's Alice in Wonderland 
set to release in the fall of 2010:-Quirky· 
characters, creepy settings, and dramatic 
costuming made Cole perfect for the part 
and accentuate her contrasting features . 
Unlike many other twinning careerists 
(those singers turned. actresses whom 
nobody really knows what they' re good at) 
Lily Cole is this years Hollywood hit and 
remains Britain's youngest face for Vogue. 
Her slim features and piercing blue-eyes 
may just make her the next Kate Moss ... 
only this time with without the sweet blond 
hair. 
n 
By Knowlton Thomas 
T hey call British Columbia "the most beautiful place on earth." A statement that bold and general can, of course, be 
debated in a number of ways, but that is beside the 
point. We live in a province rich with serene natural 
beauties and indulge in extraordinary lifestyles that 
utilize our blessings of 
nature. We also live in a 
province wrought with 
complex debt issues 
and high costs of living, 
amongst other problems . 
No province, state , or 
country is perfect and 
British Columbia is no 
exception. 
2010 marks the 
beginning of a new 
decade, and more is 
likely to happen on Earth in the next 10 years than in 
any decade past . We are looking at the conglomeration 
of an exponential rate of technological growth, a 
rapidly increasing population rate , and looming threats 
of dangerous environmental turbulence. The world is 
positioned atop a pedestal with nearly seven billion 
people looking on. But that is a scope far too grand to 
grasp in one fell swoop. Here, I focus on B.C., and the 
major events and concepts of the year 2010 that will 
shape our province. 
The Olympic Games - Good and Bad 
First and foremost is a historically and globally 
renowned event-the legendary Olympic Games . This 
sporting event, by modern 
standards referred to as the 
Olympics, dates back to 
ages long past in Ancient 
Greece , but its torch has 
been passed on (quite 
literally) and burns as 
bright as ever even in this 
new millennium. It is held 
every two years , rotating 
between s~er and 
winter versions . This year, 
our very own Vancouver 
hosts the Winter Olympics and that means many 
things for Vancouver and B .C. 
Our city is inarguably one of Canada's greatest in 
terms of overall development. But with the Olympics 
turning us into a magnet that will attract the world, 
Vancouver has stepped it up a gear. With this kick 
into overdrive, we are seeing waves of 
new major housing developments such 
as Whistler Village and magnificent 
architectural restructuring projects such 
as BC Place. Vancouver is also seeing 
major construction overhauls on our 
roadways that aim to reduce coi&l~~" 
and increase traffic flow uuuu:g•'"ul 
Greater Vancouver Regional Di 
As good as this flurry of 
developments is for our city, 
come at a cost. Nothing is free ,. 
especially when it comes to tmDr<)VllWZ 
a span of several cities and towns . 
h,.,,.lrh ... , ..... sectors are seeing major 
wu•"!';'"" · Are two weeks of 
~~~~-r~:~ and health? 
These big-time projects are costing the:L~-~~fe ... llolllllitig~ 
province of B.C. hundreds of millions of 
dollars, and that sort of money doesn't 
sprout from the ground with magic 
beans. This is taxpayer's money that's 
being used to prepare Vancouver for the 
Olympics- your money. And financial 
plartning has gone awry: our original 
budget was smashed to pieces and is 
now several times higher. It's almost 
exponentialgrowth,~~·~~>~~~1~~~~--~~~~~~~~~ 
little public discussion on the 
left taxpayers in a nerving 
most unsettling is a severe 
his eyes (a bigger one than usual), 
because the vast majority of B .C . 
strongly opposes the imposition of 
this tax. On an economic level, several 
major industries, such as the restaurant 
business, will take hits; who wants to 
suddenly pay an extra seven per cent on 
their night out, especially with people 
still getting back into the work field after 
Co~~~~re:;;;.;t;:e~~~~:? No one. 
an lspos Reid poll 
)lwnru·edlth time) that 
Tax is deeply 
LU&JJL'IU~•U ~lVL'<U.J.JWL•<>· 82 per cent 
they oppose 
cent "strongly 
? 91 per cent think 
ecc,tomy by negatively 
uu..,"'·'"'"•!'; ""'n~"'"'l~r spending . Need 
per cent support 
and a mere two 
, ..... , .... :~~~:t~~~~~~;:iil~~,~~~:: "•~'vun it. That two 
datin~ back 
same results . 
Continued on page 18 ... 
An original New Year's resolution: eat local 
New Year, a new resolution. So often 
people make New Year's resolutions 
nly to lose sight of the end goal and 
give up within the first couple of months . 
There is no more evidence of this than at 
the local gym. The months of January and 
February are characterized by swarms of 
newcomers who jam themselves into the 
local gym like sardines just to get a chance 
to run on the treadmill, ride the stationary 
bike or lift those weights over and over 
again. 
Now don't get me wrong, making a 
resolution to become healthier is a great 
thing and if you can manage to stick with 
a workout routine to the point where it 
becomes regular, you will be a lot better off 
for it . What I am proposing is not unlike 
a new workout routine. It will yield health 
benefits and is important to start small 
and work your way up. I am proposing a 
resolution to eat local-even if it is only 
once or twice a week. 
Eating local supports the local 
economy, results in fresher foods that taste 
better and are healthier for you and the 
environment. Because local food doesn't 
need to be shipped across the world, it 
doesn 't have to be picked before it is ready. 
This means that local food is fresher, 
contains fewer preservatives, tastes better 
and is better for 
you. Local food 
being put out of jobs because multinational 
corporations can produce much more for 
much less . Farmers often receive only a 
fraction of every dollar spent on the final 
product because money is needed to cover 
transportation, processing, packaging, 
refrigeration and marketing costs. Just think 
of the bananas 
you buy from 
South America is often produced 
on a smaller 
scale, which 
means fewer 
pesticides, and 
other harmful 
practices are 
implemented 
"Eating local supports the local economy, for 10 cents a 
' pound. Every 
results In fresher foods that taste pound of bananas 
better and are healthier for you and the has to be picked, 
environment." packaged, 
helping 
to protect biodiversity and preserve a 
wider agriculture gene pool. Reduction 
of pesticide use along with shorter 
transportation distances results in less 
impact ·on the environment. Much of the 
produce and food products found in local 
grocery stores are shipped thousands of 
kilometres around the world. A copious 
amount of energy is expended and the 
impacts are not reflected in the final price. 
Eating local supports the local • 
economy. Local farmers are continuously 
shipped and 
marketed. Do 
you really think 
that this whole process costs a mere 10 cents 
a pound? Chances are, somewhere along the 
line, workers are being exploited. Buying 
local also encourages the use of valuable 
farmland, which keeps local development 
and urban sprawl in check. 
Just like any other resolution, it is 
important to start small. Don't get me 
wrong, I still eat bananas and drink the 
occasional cup of coffee. Just like any other 
resolution, start small and work your way 
up. If you expect to eat every meal from a 
A necessary break between New Year's and Easter 
We need a day off in the winter months 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
Now that the Christmas holiday season has come to an end , it's back to school and back to work until April. The 
months of January, February and March are 
notoriously dark and cold and the thought 
of no break until the Easter long weekend in 
April can make the stretch seem even longer. 
Often, people will take a vacation and go to 
some remote sunny location. This works great 
for those who can afford it however, for those 
who can't I suggest the implementation of a 
statutory holiday to break up the 
long holiday-less stretch. 
According to Service 
Canada "the primary purpose of 
statutory holidays is to provide 
empioyees some workdays off to 
enjoy as leisure time or to 
in other activities , while enlmring:•• 
through holiday pay, that they 
are not penalized financially · 
during that period." In B.C. we 
the past. Proposed by the B.C. Federation of 
Labour, the idea of another statutory holiday 
was quickly rejected by the B.C. Chamber of 
Commerce and the provincial government. The 
ic}ea was rejected on the basis of economics . 
According to the Chamber of Commerce, every 
stat holiday costs approximately $270 million. 
Lose of productivity i~ a very real objection 
to the proposition of another stat holiday, 
especially in tough economic times . 
Although an additional stat may come 
with a price tag, I think it might also come with 
multipl~ benefits. Often times, people become 
sick and run down during the winter 
months. An additional stat would 
give employees something to look 
forward to , to boost morale and boost 
productivity. Family Day would give 
workers a day of much needed rest 
and allow them to spend priceless 
time with family and friends. Pe~;>ple 
are working increasingly long 
hours. Another holiday would help 
the work-life balance. Quite often, 
local source or ensure that every ingredient 
is produced locally, chances are you are 
going to be discouraged very quickly. Once 
you get more comfortable and familiar with 
local products and ingredients you can start 
trying to ensure that all of the ingredients 
are from a local source. A good place to 
fiQd local food and connect with others in 
the local food market is at a local farner's 
market. Many municipalities hold winter 
farmer's markets on a bi-weekly basis and 
spring and summer markets on a weekly 
basis. There are also companies that offer 
local organic produce deliveries directly to 
your front door. 
The idea of eating local is not a new 
innovation. People have been doing it for 
millennia. It is interesting to think about 
where your food comes from and it is just 
recently with globalization that the majority 
of our food comes from around the world. 
If you would like more information I 
would recommend consulting information 
about 100 mile diets or visiting your local 
farmer 's market-you will see and taste the 
difference. 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us wluJt you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
currently have nine statutory holidays: New 
Year's Day (January), Good Friday (April), 
Victoria Day (May), Canada Day (July), 
British Columbia Day (August), Labour Day 
(September) , Thanksgiving Day (October), 
Remembrance Day (November) and Christmas 
Day (December) . 
While nine statutory holidays is more than 
what some of the other Canadian provinces 
receive, two provinces , Saskatchewan 
and the North West Territories have ten 
statutory holidays. In Alberta, Ontario and 
Saskatchewan, the third Monday in the month 
of February is a statutory holiday known as 
Family Day, a day to emphasize the importance 
of spending time with the family and building 
family values. Family Day also corresponds 
with Presidents Day in the United States . So 
people go away for a long weekend, up to 
Whistler for a ski trip or simply to the local 
mountains . Others take a trip across the border 
or spend the day shopping . In the end, it always 
seems to come down to economics-do the 
costs outweigh the benefits? 
While there are many other issues to be 
dealt with on a day-to-day basis, a stat holiday 
could yield favourable benefits . This year, 
students will be granted two weeks of time 
off in February to make way for the 2010 
Olympics . While many will have to work to 
maintain financial security during this time, 
take the opportunity and take an extra day off. 
Perhaps that extra day off will make all of the 
difference. A day off in February sounds good 
to me, perhaps something worth considering as 
a permanent trend for the future . 
Thompson Rivers University, Open Learning helps you 
take control of your schedule by bringing education 
directly to you. With over 400 online and distance 
courses available for registration throughoutthe year, 
you can getthe credits you need and transfer them 
back to your home institution. You can study when 
you want, where you want and fit extracurricular 
activities into your schedule without sacrificing your 
university education. 
if our neighbours to the south and to the east 
all have a holiday during the gloomy winter 
months, why don 't we? 
The idea of a February statutory holiday 
in B.C. is not new and has been proposed in 
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Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; contact 
opinions@theotherpress.ca with your opinions 
about this or any other article 
For a complete list of Open Learning courses and 
programs, please visit our website. 
..... . 
Everyone is entitled to an opinion 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
A s the opinions editor, I figured it was probably a good idea for me to at least know the definition of 
an opinion. 
The dictionary defines an opinion 
as "a view or judgment formed about 
something, not necessarily based on fact or 
knowledge. When you give your opinion 
on something, you offer a conclusion or a 
judgment that, although it may be open to 
question, seems true or probable to you at 
the time." This to me is a very interesting 
definition as I always figured that any good 
opinion should be educated and informed. 
As I read a little bit more, I realized 
that there are many, somewhat vague 
implications of opinions. 
The dictionary gives multiple 
definitions for what seem to be subsets 
of the opinion . For example, a view is an 
opinion that is affected by your personal 
feelings or biases while a sentiment is a 
more or less settled opinion that may still 
be slightly affect by emotion . A belief 
differs from an opinion or a view in that it 
is not necessarily the creation of the person 
who holds it . A conviction is a firmly held 
and unshakable belief whose truth is not 
doubted while a persuasion is a strong 
belief that is unshakable because you want 
to believe that it's true rather than because 
there is evidence proving it so. I guess it 
is all a matter of opinion-something not 
capable of being proven either way. So is 
everyone really entitled to an opinion? 
According to Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
"Everyone has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers." Looks to me 
like you' re good to go no matter what your 
opinion may be. 
While that is all great, I still think that 
when it comes down to voicing an opinion, 
especially on a serious topic, the facts must 
be consulted. For example, if I were to say 
the sun revolves around a flat mass that is 
earth, you would probably say that I am 
wrong. This is because there is scientific 
evidence that supports the opposite of this 
claim. While I am entitled to my opinion, it 
is not a very valid opinion because I am not 
a scientist and I have completely neglected 
the facts. 
Opinions are often expressed in a 
way to persuade others to jump the fence 
or get on board. Often, data that does not 
support the viability of the persuasion is 
neglected resulting in a completely bias 
opinion . For an opinion to be valid it must 
take into consideration all of the facts and 
the other side of the argument. When freely 
voicing an opinion, one must always be 
aware that everything cannot be known and 
that opinions can be proven wrong . Taking 
this into consideration, one should be 
open, flexible and willing to consider and 
discuss both sides of an argument. Most 
importantly, one must exercise critical 
thinking . 
In the end this is only my opinion and 
I, much like you are entitled to that . If you 
feel your voice needs to be heard please do 
not hesitate to exercise you human right. 
A college newspaper-namely The Other 
Press-is an excellent source to throw 
your ideas down on paper and have them 
published for others to mull over, consider 
and debate. 
Fuming? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
We need a more centred view 
Leftist, anti-American, anti-Israel thought shouldn't be forced on 
students 
By Garth Mclennan 
I like to consider myself to be a fairly centred person when it comes to political views. One thing that I do 
believe in firmly is freedom of speech, and 
while both sides of the political spectrum 
have long histories of abusing it, it seems 
that lately if you aren't a believer in certain 
controversial issues, you get absolutely 
lambasted. 
Don't think that global warming 
science is quite settled yet, or that some 
of the so-called solutions to are a bit too 
radical? Well, be prepared to have your 
sanity questioned or to be compared to 
Nazis and holocaust deniers. 
Think that unions are getting just a 
little too militant or that the police actually 
do a decent job from time to time? Well 
then I guess you' re a fascist who thinks 
like George Bush. 
Do you believe that giving drug 
addicts a free place to shoot up without any 
sort of reprimand might not be the smartest 
idea? That makes you a soulless bastard 
who doesn 't care about anyone. 
Do you actually support the 
Olympics? Well, then all you care about is 
money. 
It's these kinds of reactions today that 
make it almost impossible to have rational 
discussions about controversial topics 
without one side wanting to physically 
assault the other. Now, while there is no 
shortage of half-crazed right wingers out 
there, it seems to me that lately, most of the 
hysterical insults about the above subjects 
have come from the very left wing. 
Now, before I get accused of being a 
conservative zealot, please remember that 
I said the very left wing. I have absolutely 
no problem what political beliefs you 
have. There 's nothing wrong with being 
left wing, nor is there any issue with being 
right wing and there's no problem with 
a healthy discussion about it. What is 
wrong is one side having zero tolerance 
or willingness to expand the way that they 
think. 
That hyper left, anti-anything right 
thought process is accentuated at post-
secondary campuses and always has been. 
Douglas College is no exception. I've 
taken a number of courses here where 
professors have, instead of just teaching the 
facts, gone out of their way to dump their 
opinions and beliefs on everything from 
domestic governmental policies to the wars 
in the Middle East. Generally these have a 
heavy anti-American, anti-Israel theme to 
them. In high school we were repeatedly 
shown Michael Moore movies, which no 
intelligent person can say are objective, as 
facts in history class . 
That isn't right. If that's the way you 
think, great, not a problem. But to try and 
shift the views of impressionable people, 
often much younger than you , without 
offering a contrasting perspective of things , 
as is often the case at Douglas and other 
institutions is a problem. People, especially 
students, should be shown the concrete 
facts by their instructors and those in 
positions of power and then be left up to 
their own devices to decide what they do 
and don 't want to believe . 
That's a big reason why religion 
is no longer permitted to be taught or 
preached in schools, and that is a great 
thing for education. Now, in a political 
system where all parties bombard the 
public with millions of dollars worth of 
public relations propaganda, it's difficult 
to expect a completely unbiased approach 
to anything, but it's time we take the bias 
out of teaching, and all start thinking with 
more open minds. 
Fuming? Nodding ? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
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A messy decade 
A "lost decade" for Americans 
By Ishmael N. Daro, CUP Opinions 
Bureau Chief 
SASKATOON (CUP)-As the clock counts 
down to 2010, we look back on a decade 
that gave us the iPod, the Toyota Prius and 
Miley Cyrus . 
Although these are undoubtedly great 
engineering achievements, they did not 
define the decade. When historians look 
back on the 2000s, they will likely describe 
it as a decade of violence and unrest . 
The 2000s started out with great 
promise. The Cold War had long been over 
and the great powers of the world seemed 
more interested in looking inward rather 
than outward . In the United States , George 
W. Bush swept into office-albeit after a 
contested election victory-promising a 
humble foreign policy that avoided foreign 
adventures and nation building . 
"If we' re an arrogant nation , they'll 
resent us; if we ' re a humble nation , but 
strong , they'll welcome us," Bush said 
during a presidential debate against AI Gore. 
"And our nation stands alone right now in 
the world in terms of power, and that's why 
we've got to be humble, and yet project 
strength in a way that promotes freedom." 
As we all know, however, this changed 
with the attacks of September 11, 2001. 
Almost 3 ,000 people died in the attacks as 
two gleaming symbols of American power 
and prestige collapsed unto themselves. The 
last attack on American soil had been Pearl 
Harbor, which had killed fewer people than 
9111, and offered an obvious enemy against 
which to retaliate. But in the aftermath of 
9/11 , there was no clear way forward. 
The anger over 9/ 11 rightfully led to 
the overthrow of the Tali ban in Afghanistan, 
for which Canada joined in , but it didn't 
stop there. The humility Governor Bush 
spoke of was gone, replaced by President 
Bush's "with us or against us" style 
of diplomacy. Instead offocusing on 
rebuilding a country ravaged by decades 
of civil war, the United States turned its 
bloodlust on Iraq, almost losing both 
countries to extremism in the process . 
As the lone superpower continued its 
aggressive campaigns overseas that cost 
both blood and treasure, it also lost its 
moral authority. Preemptive war, torture, 
kidnapping and indefinite imprisonment all 
tarnished America's image. Guantanamo, 
Abu Ghraib and now Bagram Prison in 
Afghanistan are all examples of what 
happens when an empire overstretches 
itself financially, militarily and morally. It 
now appears Canada may also have been 
complicit in the torture of detainees in 
Afghanistan, which reflects poorly on us as 
a nation . 
Throw in the financial crisis of 2008 
and its ongoing effects , and the 2000s were 
a lost decade for Americans . 
But where America failed, others are 
stepping in. The rise of Asian economies, 
led by China and India, means that the 
world 's balance of power may be shifting . 
Likewise, Brazil and Russia are increasingly 
A different perspective on Climategate 
By Trevor Dore, Opinions Editor 
I n November 2009, documents and e-mails regarding climate change and human expedited global warming were 
hacked from a server used by the University 
of East Anglia 's Climatic Research 
Unit (CRU). The emails and documents 
contained information and exchanges 
among climate scientists regarding years 
of climate change research and evidence 
of increased global warming due to human 
activity. 
The controversy and scandal dubbed 
Climate gate arose when climate change 
sceptics handpicked a few out-of-context 
quotes in order to portray all of CRU's 
research as being doctored. Global warming 
sceptics and deniers took the "evidence" 
and ran; claiming that global warming due 
to human activity is a complete farce based 
on these documents. They reasoned that 
Climategate proves that humans do not have 
an impact on global warming and therefore, 
we should stop shelling out money to reduce 
carbon emissions and implement sustainable 
initiatives. 
The whole scandal proves just how far 
the denial industry will go in attempts to 
confuse the public. Is it possible that these 
sceptics are individuals who have a vested 
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interest in creating doubt? Oil companies 
anyone? Cigarette companies have been in 
the business of creating doubt ever since it 
was scientifically proven that cigarettes are 
hazardous to human health. Perhaps these 
people are just looking for an easy way 
absolutely not the case. For global warming 
to be completely discredited, one would 
have to disprove and discredit tens of 
thousands of scientists, and hundreds 
of thousands of studies and papers. One 
would also need to show that the whole 
out-a way 'ther later thing has been 
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sceptics data through the comments , RaY • Sceptics 
and lhan\<.s tor are quick to 
deniers have one thing in common: a jump on the denial bandwagon yet fail to 
misunderstanding of scientific theory. present an alternative theory. The CRU is 
No scientific theory claims absolute not the only institution that claims human 
truth. Scientific method involves numerous activity increases the impacts of global 
hypotheses, which are continually being warming and their findings are not the only 
tested and validated through repeat proof that global warming is a reality. The 
experimentation. One report by a few list of scientists, scientific institutions and 
scientists that reveals doctored stats of their findings goes on and on. 
human impacts on global warming is not The fact that there is not 100 per cent 
remotely enough evidence to disprove the proof that humans are increasing the effects 
theory. of global warming does not mean we sit 
A lot of sceptics seem to believe that around and wait until we can be certain. 
all climate science is made by a couple In many cases resources are finite and 
of scientist working together-this is population is increasing. Does it not make 
flexing their economic (and sometimes 
military) muscles. The recent election of a 
new president and foreign minister for the 
European Union could mean that the next 
decade will see a more even distribution of 
power and influence around the world. 
Despite the recession, the world's 
economies are more integrated than ever. 
And though the economic aspects of 
globalization always seem most prominent, 
the political and social aspects have worked 
to make our world more interconnected and 
interdependent than ever before. 
There are many challenges looming 
in the 2010s, including global issues such 
as climate change, and though new power 
centres have emerged the world still only 
has its sole superpower in the United States. 
Still , one can't help but feel hopeful that 
in the next decade, especially with a more 
moderate American president, we will not 
repeat some of the mistakes that made the 
2000s such a tumultuous time. 
sense- regardless of the potential human 
impacts on global warming-to make an 
effort to consume and pollute less? 
World climate has been changing since 
the dawn of time and will continue to do 
so into the future . However, never has the 
planet had to support so many gluttonous 
human beings. Although the potential 
outcomes of climate change and global 
warming-natural or human caused-do not 
mean the end of the world, they will most 
likely result in harsher living conditions 
for humans and all other life forms. As sea 
levels rise and agriculture land and fresh 
water resources disappear, humans will be 
affected and displaced. It all boils down to 
quality of life and finding ways to adapt to 
an ever-changing climate. 
Overall, Climategate is nothing but a 
product of doubt manufactured by the denial 
industry and in the end, it will come down 
to real-world evidence-melting ice caps 
and rising sea levels, increased temperature 
fluctuations and intensity of weather 
systems, droughts and floods cannot be 
doctored. 
Fwning? Nodding? Tell us what you think; 
contact opinions@theotherpress.ca with your 
opinions about this or any other article 
What was your favorite drink from New Years Eve? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Photographer 
Stephanie Reid 
General Studies 
"My favourite drink was Soho, at a house party." 
The Douglas College volleyball team Is practicing for a new semester! 
These kids are clearly starting 
their post secondary careers 
Haider and Hayk 
Business Management, Accounting 
"My favoriJe drink is Sminwff." 
"1 dnn't dri:nlr. 1 lib tP.a." 
Taking one for the team. 
Ryzanne, Diane, Janine 
Business, General Studies, Arts 
"I like MGD." 
"I drank Captmn Morgan's on New Year's." 
"Patron!" 
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The Harmonized Sales Tax is 
looming larger than ever, and, after 
a vote in Parliament in December 
that saw a landslide vote in favour of 
imposing it, looks ready to rumble. 
Prepare for the worst, because that is 
what's coming. 
Transit - Good 
As North America 
attempts to make the transition 
from wasteful smogtown 
to sustainable eco-dome, 
environmentally conscious 
methods of transportation 
grow increasingly more vital 
for the success of our land's 
infrastructural development. 
And while hybrids and electric 
cars are big steps in the 
right direction, rapid public 
transportation is the true answer 
to eliminating the inefficient 
congestion we deal with now. 
With the new 2009 Canada 
Line servicing Vancouver 
and Richmond, in addition to 
the existing Expo and Millennium 
Lines that service Burnaby and New 
Westminster, the area tightly wrapped 
around downtown Vancouver is 
blessed with efficient rapid transit. 
That is not the case, however, with 
those in the rest of Metro Vancouver. 
Anywhere north, south, or east of 
these places see naught but mediocre 
bus lines. Too far east, and you're 
begging for mediocrity. A little farther, 
and residents aren't quite sure what 
exactly a bus is. And a SkyTrain? The 
mere concept would blow an Agassiz 
resident's cap off. 
In 2010, construction of the fabled 
Evergreen Line will commence. This 
rapid transit line is planned to thread 
through Burquitlam, Port Moody, and 
Coquitlam, touching on all the major 
stop zones, including Lougheed Town 
Centre and Douglas College's David 
Lam Campus. 
Unfortunately, this project will 
not be in motion until2014-but the 
mere fact that this is taking place is 
a monumental stage. We are finally 
seeing Vancouver's fingers reach 
beyond its next door neighbours and 
lend a helping hand to those who are 
really in need. 
These tremendous transit changes 
could easily transform how we 
transport ourselves, but there is a snag: 
TransLink is seeking to, yet again, 
inflate ticket prices. Their aim is to 
jack prices up 10 per cent in 2010, 
and up to 40 per cent over the next 
decade. This increase far exceeds even 
the wildest predictions for inflation 
and constitute a complete lack of logic 
across the company's executive board. 
TransLink has no turnstiles installed 
and estimations for fare evasion range 
from 50 up to 85 per cent. As well, 
roughly just 20 percent of people 
pay for the fare evasion tickets they 
receive. 
So with as little as one in nine 
people actually paying for tickets, and 
then just one in five redeeming their 
sins, TransLink decides to ignore. the 
real problem and instead gouge the 
few good service payers they have. 
Instead of investing time and money 
into long-term fare retention rates 
and ticket discipline, they push away 
the remaining few good citizens still 
willing to pay for a service that is 
basically free. 
TransLink can shape B.C. in 2010 
and well beyond for better or worse, 
but they're walking on rotten ice and 
one wrong step will have everyone 
sinking. 
Post-recession economy - Good 
It was what most of the world 
heralded as the worst recession since 
the Great Depression way back in 
the 1930s. It was a stock market 
murderer, a job security slaughterer, 
and an employment rate obliterator. 
"The downturn in activity this year has 
been extensive, impacting virtually all 
parts of the B.C. economy," said Craig 
Wright, a chief economist with RBC. 
But now it's over. 
The B.C. economy is poised 
for improvement and expected to 
enter a state of solid recovery this 
year. According to many reputable 
economists, 2010 promises a 
widespread turnaround in economic 
performance, a sharp contrast to the 
global meltdown we all saw in 2008 
and 2009. The prospect of a buzzing 
economy is generating a considerably 
more sanguine context for B.C.'s 
financial sector and boosting consumer 
confidence, which will effectively 
supplement the last wave of stimulus 
spending by government. 
Overall, the B.C. economy has 
been forecasted to grow by more than 
three per cent in 2010, the second 
fastest rate among all Canadian 
provinces, and will continue that 
number through 2011. 
Turning the page of 2009 ends not 
only a year but an entire decade. We 
shall fondly remember the 'OOs with 
Facebook groups in the future such 
as, "You know you're from the OO's 
when 'Avatar' was actually considered 
good 3D filmmaking," and "Anyone 
remember MP3 players? LOL." But 
perhaps we shall more fondly relish the 
present, as hosts of a legendary gaming 
event, leaders in a new economy and 
residents of the most beautiful place on 
earth. 
Can golf survive without Tiger? 
Absence of the PGA Tour's greatest draw could be disastrous 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
N ow, I know that the whole Tiger Woods scandal has been talked about and over-analyzed to the 
point of insanity, but this article isn't meant 
to talk about the faults of Tiger, it's about 
what sort of impact his absence will have 
on the game of golf now that the world's 
number one player is taking an indefinite 
leave from the game to repair his failing 
marriage. 
To most golf fans, not having Woods 
tee it up on a regular basis (or at least, a 
regular basis for Tiger, who really doesn't 
play all that much anyways) is almost as 
big a blow as finding out that the previously 
untouchable superstar isn't the role model 
we all thought he was. 
To those running the PGA Tour, 
this whole scenario has been a complete 
nightmare. Not only have they lost the 
mystique and aura surrounding their biggest 
(and perhaps only) draw, but they ' ve 
also quite 
his marriage", for Woods allowing the 
overly intense media coverage of this whole 
ordeal peter out somewhat is probably 
almost as important. Surely, if Tiger isolates 
himself and stays out of the public spotlight 
for long enough, people will move onto a 
different story and eventually forget about 
him until he returns to golf. 
But for the game itself, things aren't 
as cut and dried . No other sport is as 
totally reliant on one player as golf is 
on Tiger Woods, and the ratings results 
speak for themselves. Consider the last 
time Woods won a major, back at the 
2008 U.S. Open at Torrey Pines. This is 
widely regarded as Tiger's finest moment, 
when he battled through his knee injury 
all week, concluding in an emotional 18-
hole playoff victory on Monday against 
Rocco Mediate where Woods was basically 
playing on one leg. After winning the 
tournament and creating perhaps one of 
the most unforgettable moments in sports 
history, Woods wouldn't play again until 
returning at the 
literally lost 
him from 
the game 
for the time 
being. Now, 
golf has to 
go without 
Tiger for 
"As expected, golf's ratings plummeted 
and tournament sponsors departed 
2009 Masters . In the 
interval , you would 
be hard pressed to 
find a casual sports 
fan who could tell 
you the winners of 
the majors Woods 
in waves when Woods was away. The 
question now is, can golf survive that sort 
of disappearance from the 14 time major 
winner again?" 
almost all of last year after Woods missed 
eight months of competition due to a 
seriously injured knee that caused him to 
miss two majors. 
As expected, golf's ratings plummeted 
and tournament sponsors departed in 
waves when Woods was away. The 
question now is, can golf survive that sort 
of disappearance from the 14 time major 
winner again? 
Now, granted, the odds are Woods, 
who is a nine-time PGA Tour player of the 
year, won't miss a major, since the next one, 
The Masters, doesn't take place until April, 
but chances are he won't play until then. 
Aside from the noble aspirations of "fixing 
didn't play in. 
It's a shame, and it isn't healthy for 
a sport to be set up that way, but that is 
what golf has become. Now, with Tiger just 
hitting his stride in 2009 after his injury, 
how can the game recover with another 
prolonged stretch without him? Golf won't 
die without Tiger Woods, but sponsors 
continuing to drop out at the alarming 
rate they did in 2008 could result in more 
tournament cancelations, a compressed 
schedule and the reduction of the sport to 
the sidelines. With all these potential road 
blocks golf could potentially become even 
more of a fringe sport than it already is. 
Is Haye next for Klitschko? 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
N ewly-crowned WBA World Heavyweight Champion David Haye (23-1, 21 KOs) has made 
his goal for 2010 very clear: he wants to 
fight, and beat, the WBC's Heavyweight 
Champion Vitali Klitschko (38-2, 37 
KO's). 
The 29-year-old Englishman, 
who must first get past John Ruiz in a 
mandatory defence of his title sometime 
in April or May, has long been rumoured 
and the one result on his record that will be 
remembered in the history books ... There 
are probably one million dudes in America 
called Kevin Johnson , and beating one of 
them doesn't make you an all-time great 
heavyweight." Haye has said in his brash 
interviews. He then went on to say that 
the Klitschko brothers, "may be big in 
Switzerland, but so are yodelers, and no 
one wants to watch them fight." 
For his part, Klitschko hasn't taken 
the bait and rushed into an immediate bout 
with Haye. While he has gone relatively 
as a potential 
opponent for 
either Vitali 
unchallenged in 
his four fights 
"Vitali's greatest performance to date is since returning 
a loss to Lennox Lewis. That's his most from a four or his younger 
brother Wladmir 
Klitschko, 
who holds 
memorable fight and the one result on 
his record that will be remembered in the 
history boo'!s ... " -David Haye 
year retirement 
in October of 
2008,nobody 
the IBF and 
WBO versions of the heavyweight title. 
Haye, regardless of what you think of 
his methods, is doing an excellent job of 
injecting some flavour and energy into the 
heavyweight division. He has his sights set 
on a super fight with Vitali sometime in 
late 2010, and hasn't been shy regarding 
his opinions on the big Ukrainian's career 
and his recent choice of opponents, which 
includes the previously undefeated if 
unheralded Kevin Johnson, who Vitali 
pounded away at for 12 rounds in an easy 
win that was widely described as lacklustre 
and boring. 
"Vitali is nearly 40 years of age now 
and the clock is ticking if he wants to 
form any sort of legacy ... Vitali's greatest 
performance to date is a loss to Lennox 
Lewis. That's his most memorable fight 
can say that 
Vitali Klitschko isn't a fighting champion. 
His win against Johnson came just two 
and a half months after his TKO victory 
against Chris Arreola. At 38, Klitschko 
has surpassed any objective person's 
expectations in regards to his fight status. 
Well, except for David Haye by the sounds 
of things 
If Haye and Vitali are to square off 
in 2010, it will certainly be the biggest 
heavyweight fight in years, which would 
be a welcome addition to the sterling 
string of bouts being pumped out by the 
welterweights. Don't be surprised if and 
when Haye and Klitschko eventually meet 
in the ring, it comes towards the end of 
2010, not at the beginning. 
Canucks Corner Rick Rypien, Vancouver folk hero 
Garth Mclennan 
sports ed1tor 
All you need to know about Vancouver Canucks winger Rick Rypien occurred in 
the third period back on December 10 against 
the Atlanta Thrashers, when Rypien, who 
stands 5 foot 11 and weighs just 184 pounds, 
fought Atlanta's 6-foot-7 behemoth Boris 
Valabik, who at 245 lbs had a whopping 61 
pound weight advantage over Rypien. 
Despite the seemingly ridiculous size 
discrepancy, Rypien, who, with struggling 
center Kyle Wellwood scratched was able to 
move up to the third line, not only dropped 
the gloves with Valabik, he beat the crap out 
of him in the 
can chip in a goal or two here and there and 
he's the very definition of an energy player in 
today's game. 
According to hockeyfights .com, which 
is recognized by the NHL, Rypien has won 
every fight he's had this year except one, 
and that includes everyone from giants like 
Valabik and Montreal's 6-foot-7 Hal Gill to 
grizzled veterans like Detroit's Brad May right 
up to some of the league's most established 
enforcers such as Edmonton's Zach Stortini . 
That live-and-let-die attitude has won Rypien 
the bulk of his fan base. 
Just as importantly as his seemingly 
boundless courage is the fact that he's been 
able to stay healthy this year. A string of 
injuries throughout his professional career 
have hampered his 
process. Daniel 
Sedin may have 
scored a hat trick 
ability to remain the 
"That 1/ve-and-let-die attitude has won line-up, but after inking Rypien the bulk of his fan base.~~ 
a one-year, one-way 
and won the 
game, but it was 
Rypien who won the hearts of the fans. 
Two nights later against the Minnesota 
Wild, Rypien was in his element. Despite 
receiving the least total ice time among 
Canuck forwards, the undrafted 25 year old 
from Coleman, Alberta, made his 6:46 count, 
as he did an excellent job of buzzing in on the 
fore-check and hammering Minnesota's Jamie 
Sifers just 2: 10 into the game to set the tone 
early. 
That is where Rypien's value to the 
Canucks lies, and why the fans love him 
so much. He's a working-class, relatively 
undersized guy with the odds seemingly 
always stacked against him who isn't afraid 
of anyone or anything. Unlike a number of 
other tough guys around the NHL, Rypien can 
actually play the game. Sure, he isn't going 
to be a 50 goal scorer any time soon, but he 
contract this summer, 
and being able to suit 
up for all but a few games so far, Rypien 
has firmly entrenched himself as a fourth-
line staple with the potential to move up to 
the second and third lines temporarily when 
the need arises, which was the case when 
Wellwood's play tanked. 
Where Rypien goes after this season, 
presuming he stays healthy is anybody's 
guess. In a league where the tough and gritty 
players have a tendency to migrate from team 
to team on an almost yearly basis, it's far too 
soon to say that Rypien will be a Canuck for 
years to come, regardless of how valuable he 
is to the team right now. However,judging 
from the overwhelming crowd reactions he 
gets pretty much each and every game, and 
it's safe to say how the city of Vancouver feels 
about him. 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports 
Editor 
Well, with the holidays behind us, we 
now have a time to reflect. One of the 
negative aspects of the holiday season 
is the annual spike in suicides . Now, 
while there are a number of ways to 
off yourself, one of the most dramatic 
has always been Russian roulette. But 
is it a sport? 
cultural shift for it to start showing 
up on SportsNet or TSN-but I think 
everyone would agree it's fairly 
intense. 
Competition wise, you're really 
just facing off against the gun, not 
anyone else. It's pretty simple really; 
you've got a one in six shot of living. 
Hey, at least the rules, unlike all 
those ESPN sports, aren't all that 
complicated and it's pretty easy to tell 
"I don't think anyone could deny that Russian roulette 
has the pressure aspect down to a science. It's quite 
literally do-or-die.~~ 
I don't think anyone could deny 
that Russian roulette has the pressure 
aspect down to a science. It's quite 
literally do-or-die. Also, unlike golf or 
bowling, there is a very real potential 
for some hefty physical contact, 
and unlike football or hockey, you 
probably won't be getting up any time 
soon afterwards. Plus, you have to 
have guts in order to actually pull the 
trigger in this game. 
Except in a few really strange 
circles, there aren't any teams in 
Russian roulette, and there aren't 
any points to be scored. I suppose 
that anyone can play it as well, 
although when you think about it 
failed ex-athletes with shattered 
dreams are likely participants. Now, 
there aren't any television deals in 
Russian roulette, and it'll take a major 
when things aren't going well for one 
of the players. 
Now, career length of your 
average Russian roulette stat probably 
isn't all that long. Football players 
think it's tough with three years in 
the NFL being the standard for most 
guys? That's nothing; Russian roulette 
players in their league (well, alright, 
there isn't really a league) don't even 
know if they're making it out of that 
night! 
THE VERDICT: 
Okay, kidding aside, it would take a 
pretty big stretch of the imagination 
to classify Russian roulette as a sport, 
even without the illegality and death 
involved. Safe to say, Russian roulette 
is not a sport. 
What's with the Worlds? 
Why don't Canadian fans care about the World Championship of hockey? 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor 
Every year the IIFH men's world hockey championship roles around and every year it is generally 
ignored by hockey fans across North 
America, despite it providing excellent, 
exciting hockey that can rival the NHL 
playoffs. While there aren't many people 
against the world championships per se, 
but there are few who follow it closely 
and there is little emotion involved among 
Canadian fans, regardless of how good or 
bad Canada performs. It's safe to say also 
that the worlds don't attract nearly the same 
amount of publicity or public attention as 
the NHL post-season, the World Junior 
Championships or the Olympics. 
So why don't most fans care all 
that much about the annual World 
Championships? There are several reasons. 
First, and most importantly, the world 
tourney takes place at exactly the same 
time as the playoffs in the NHL, and most 
hockey fans are so absorbed in what's 
happening over here that most have little 
time to spare for a tournament taking place 
half way around the world somewhere in 
Europe. 
Then there's the player factor. Because 
of the conflicting schedule with the NHL, 
most of the world's best are already 
committed to the playoffs and are as such 
unavailable for the worlds. That leaves 
players whose teams either didn't qualify 
for the post-season or who have been 
eliminated in first round. Therefore most 
fans don't recognize the worlds as a premier 
competition because the Sidney Crosbys 
and Joe Thomtons of the league aren't there 
to showcase it. Canada still wins medals 
every year because the country is so deep 
in talent that it really doesn't matter if our 
very best aren't able to play. 
Plus, it's hard for the fans to take 
the Worlds seriously when some of the 
players out there don't. Most still remember 
Dion Phaneuf begging off the team a few 
years ago, even though Calgary had been 
eliminated from the playoffs, because he 
wanted to go to Hawaii instead (although 
to be fair, it was with Elisha Cuthbert). 
Every year the list of players who opt not 
to compete seem to outnumber the ones 
who do, and whoever is responsible for 
managing the Canadian squad invariably 
has to deal with a ton of "no" decisions. 
In large part, it comes down to 
motivation. The Olympics are different 
because they don't happen every year 
and there is a sort of Olympic mystique 
surrounding them. However, Canadian 
and American kids grow up dreaming of 
winning the Stanley Cup, not the World 
Championships like the Europeans do. 
All that being said, there are still 
some great things about the World 
Championships. Yes, you have to jump 
through a few hoops in order to watch the 
games, as they air local time wherever 
they are (unlike the Olympics), and they 
take place almost exclusively in Europe, 
but the quality of play is as good as you'll 
find. Also, e.very year it seems that Canada 
debuts a new management head designed 
to gain that person managerial experience. 
Steve Yzerman is now the Olympic 
executive director for Canada after heading 
up the world championship side. Mark 
Messier, who has been apprenticing under 
Glen Sather with the New York Rangers, is 
the main man this year. 
The competition at the worlds is 
much underrated. Canada doesn't always 
dominate (they've lost out the past two 
years) but the overall quality of play is still 
there. The World Championships deserve 
more respect, even if they aren't likely to 
get it anytime soon. 
S·· ~ ...... ~ PDR· •·S~ 
Love it or hate it, UFC is good for the city 
City Council approving MMA for Vancouver makes sense 
By Garth Mclennan, Sports Editor will suddenly be a mass spike in street 
brawls if it finds a new home at GM Place. 
I'm not a fan of UFC. Let's get that out in In the age we live in, we can watch UFC on 
the open right now. Yes, I know it's very television if we want to, so it isn't like by 
popular, and I've given it several tries, banning it from the city where we live will 
but to me, UFC, and for the most part suddenly stop everyone from going to the 
mixed-martial arts in general, isn't my bar to watch or buying it on PPV. 
cup of tea. I don't find it all that exciting Now, one area where sceptics do have 
or entertaining, and I can't understand the a point is with the crowd that is likely to 
demographic it appeals to. It has nothing to come out and watch. While there are plenty 
do with the violence. Anyone who has even of great UFC fans out there who just like 
casually glanced at this section over the to enjoy the action, even the most ardent 
past year should know, I love boxing. UFC backer of MMA has to admit that there is 
just isn't for me . no shortage of idiots out there. You know 
That the ones; I'm 
being said, "Bringing such a high- profile event to talking about the 
Vancouver the city is a great way to capitalize on guy who goes 
City Council's the exposure that will already have been to the bar on 
decision generated by the Olympics, and is another UFC night. with 
to permit great way to showcase ourselves as one a several size~ 
sanctioned of the world's elite cites., too small t-shtrt 
MMA bouts, depicting some 
meaning sort of skull, tries 
opening the gates to UFC, can only be way to hard to flex his muscles in the hopes 
considered a good thing for the city. that someone is looking at him and tries to 
Whether you love MMA or you hate it, catch anybody's eye so that he can loudly 
nobody can deny that there is a broad ask in a tough voice, "You wanna take this 
appeal for UFC and MMA as a whole. One outside?". So I will admit that grouping 
look at their ever-increasing PPV numbers several thousand of these morons together 
is all the proof you need for that. at one time probably isn't ideal. 
So what does that mean for But the faults of the few shouldn't 
Vancouver? Simple; it means that UFC 
coming to town will generate money. 
People love these types of events, and 
when they do role around, revenues 
increase across the board. Be prepared for 
the government to tax the living hell out of 
it when UFC does come to Vancouver, and 
beyond that you have the obvious bonus 
of having thousands of extra people in the 
downtown core of the city spending money, 
plus the millions of viewers watching on 
PPV. 
Plus, the negative reasoning being 
touted by those opposed to UFC don't 
really make much sense. Is UFC violent? 
Of course it is, but that doesn't mean there 
outweigh the many. Like I said, there are 
tons of average people out there that just 
like to watch UFC and aren't interested in 
prolonged stare downs with the guy sitting 
across the bar from you. 
So the UFC should come to 
Vancouver, and from the looks of things, 
that will be happening sooner rather than 
later. Bringing such a high-profile event 
to the city is a great way to capitalize on 
the exposure that will already have been 
generated by the Olympics, and is another 
great way to showcase ourselves as one of 
the world's elite cites. 
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Adventures of Aquarius/ Angela Espinoza 
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EFFEcTIVE! 
Like many things we know 
of today, technology exists. 
Fortunately, technology gave 
us the computer to type 
up this newspaper. Unfor-
tunately, technology also 
gave us the computer that 
showed me "2 girls 1 cup." 
Gross. I guess you could say 
technology is a mixed bag, 
but then again, that would 
be a cliche, so don't say 
that. Anyways, here are two 
knobs to argue about it. 
A mighty salute to technology! 
By Cody Klyne, Science Nerd 
I woke up . Not by my own doing , but as the result of a cheerful chirp from my much beloved alarm clock. Its sharp and meaningful hymn echoes as I 
lay wrapped in my soul-warming cocoon of polyester, 
nylon, and wool. The alarm continues its morning song 
as I swish back and forth on my pillow-top mattress . 
The moment of truth has arrived . 
Bracing myself for the worst- that morning 
chill- I apprehensively swing my legs out from 
underneath the covers . Warmth? Not harsh. Not cold . 
Not even uncomfortable. Glancing to either side I know 
the clever minx that has gifted me this morning with 
such tender embrace. The heater! Crouching down low 
I put my face to the rectangular vent in an attempt to get 
a closer look as the jets of heat lap at my face , inspiring 
a sort of homey comfort. Perking to attention, my 
ears focus in on a wondrous , primal growl heard from 
somewhere distant within the heart of my home, far 
beneath the carpeted floorboards beneath my feet . It's 
the furnace. I know this , as I've been told many times 
before, but I can't help but feel the need to pay my 
respect. Walking over to the alarm I bop it once softly 
to bring its chorus to an end. "Until tomorrow!" I say to 
no one in particular as I leave the room. 
"On, off, on, off .. . " the bathroom comes to life at 
the flick of a switch. Light, dark,light and dark again. 
No candles or torches . lt is electricity and it is the 
closest thing to magic, regardless of what others say. 
Leaning over the tub , I twist the red knob. One twist 
and a trickle of warm water soaks my hand . Another 
twist and a jet of liquid heat eats away at the tips of my 
fingers . I pull the plug that activates the shower. No 
buckets or ladling devices required . All I have to do is 
stand , and perhaps rotate , as the hot water washes away 
the collective dirt and grime that would have otherwise 
taken time and effort to scrub away. As much as I enjoy 
this morning ritual, it always seems to end before I 
myself am ready to leave. But I can't be late for work 
again. And on this day, I won't . Thanks to my new 
automobile. 
Faster than running and more comfortable than a 
ride in a carriage, cars are fierce things of tremendous 
efficiency. Driven forward by countless tiny beasts of 
burden, horsepower, the vehicle cackles with glee at the 
simple insertion and twist of a key. I can feel the horses 
grinding away at the head of the car. Rumbling and 
wrestling in an attempt to be free . I wonder how the thin 
metal of the hood contains them. Magic. The weight of 
my foot jerks the machine. Faster than running and it 
requires little to no energy? If this isn 't representative 
of how far humanity has come, I don't know what is. 
Genius! 
I then pull to a stop in front of decoratively 
displayed lights: red , yellow, green. Everything seems 
to vibrate with life. Stopped at the crosswalk, I'm not 
even required to analyze the situation around me as it 
unfolds. Stop, go, stop . Green means its okay. Yellow 
means perhaps . And red means no. It's a simple. game of 
matching colors to actions and I love it. 
I work in what my associates call an office 
building. It's a thing of power, a monolith to manliness 
and as I step out of my car I can't help raise a hand 
in salute . How can we possibly advance any further? 
Certainly we live in an age of technological godliness . 
A one-finger salute to technology! 
By Knowlton Nash, Unimpressed 
I a woke to the sound of an incessant beeping and . slammed my fist in anger. I hit a large button atop the device responsible 
for that noise and it beeped no more. I'm never sure 
what's worse: tlie fact that this noise is so horrendously 
repetitive and heinously crude, or that I actually have 
to respond to it with physical action so that it may 
acknowledge my wakefulness . Whatever happened 
to the days when my alarm clock gently woke me 
with a lively and delightful dream injection, and then 
searnlessly transferred that into my gradual awaking, 
turning off precisely as I become alert due to its 
telepathic flow? Ah, right. Those days have yet to 
come. How much longer must I wait for technology to 
catch up with my needs? It's 2009 for crying out loud! 
I survived the Y2K bug-I'm a veteran-and every 
day I am bothered with the mundane reality of battery-
powered devices , wires and cables, and a sore lack of 
telepathic capabilities. 
As I slip out from beneath my covers (made of 
fabrics that need washing and do not automatically 
fluctuate in temperature) I find my hand offering its 
usual rebellion; it does not wish to raise itself and 
manually adjust the heater. Can I blame it? Hardly. 
This task should not be required. I shrug it off, as I 
must each and every day, and trudge to the bathroom. 
I installed a motion-sensor toilet in there, and it's 
relatively tolerable, but I do ponder why my wastes are 
not instantly vaporized and must still pollute the sewers . 
My goodness , sewers. I still can' t believe those are 
around. 
Expecting my newspaper to automatically identify . 
which articles I wish to read and then insert them into 
my brain, but being once again disappointed, I ignore 
its pathetic paper format and leave for work. I will 
be severely late, as I commonly am, because I do not 
posse~s a hovercraft. For some reason, they haven't 
been invented yet. People still use wheels . Wheels. We 
had those in the Stone Age. Can we not become a little 
more sophisticated than that? 
My office lies inside a towering mutation of brick 
and mortar, filled with anti-teleportation "technologies." 
You know-elevators that need to be told which 
floor you require, doors that only open on their own 
if you press a button with the symbol of a man in a 
wheelchair, and even the ancient mechanic of stairs, for 
those of whom society has cast as unfit to walk among 
us modem-day folk. 
The very need for my physical body to be in this 
material-ridden cubicle baffles me. I should be in my 
charging pod , advancing my vast brainspan whilst 
simultaneously performing my work tasks . But alas , 
here I sit, my work slowed by constant distractions. 
The beeps and buzzes of fax and copy machines , the 
shuffling of feet on carpet, phones ringing (has no one 
heard of hologram communication?) , and the tikkity-
tak of keyboards . Seriously, keyboards! It's called 
voice recognition, you old school. executives. I feel 
like Fred Flinstone, but slightly more technologically 
disadvantaged. 
My day at work winds down and I return horne 
using the same ancient method of transportation that 
got me there. All I have to look forward to is wasting 
my time preparing and cooking food , and then going 
through the torturous process of eating it. Developers 
are .a few centuries behind in their creation of pills that 
equate to a year's worth of full and nutritious meals , 
and I'm running out of patience. But what can I do? 
They keep telling me technology is evolving at an 
exponential pace. Well, perhaps exponentially boring. 
For now, I slam my fist in anger every morning 
on a large button atop the device responsible for that 
incessant beeping noise. I am ashamed to live in an age 
of such technological ungodliness. But rest assured, 
Flinstonian mortal , that I will be taking the very first 
space shuttle to the TeleDome on New Earth as soon as 
it arrives . 
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